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ABERDEEN, 12 January 2021.  Minute of Meeting of the URGENT BUSINESS 
COMMITTEE.  Present:-  Councillor Laing, Convener;  Councillor Lumsden, Vice 
Convener; and Councillors Allan (substituting for Councillor Grant), Boulton, 
Jackie Dunbar, Lesley Dunbar (substituting for Councillor Laing for item 4), 
Houghton, McRae, Alex Nicoll and Yuill. 

 
 

The agenda associated with this minute can be found here. 
 
Please note that if any changes are made to this minute at the point of 
approval, these will be outlined in the subsequent minute and this document 
will not be retrospectively altered.  

 
 
DETERMINATION OF URGENT BUSINESS 
 
1. In terms of Section 1.3 of the Committee Remit and in accordance with Section 
50B(4)(b) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973, the Committee was informed 
that it had to determine (1) that the item on the agenda was of an urgent nature; and (2) 
that the Committee required to consider the item and take decisions thereon. 
 
The Committee resolved:- 
to agree that the item of business was of an urgent nature and required to be 
considered this day in view of the imminent deadline the Council had to determine 
whether it wished to veto the BID renewal proposals.  
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
2. The Convener declared an interest in the item of business before the Committee 
by virtue of her position as a member of the Board of Aberdeen BID Company Limited 
and advised that she would withdraw from the meeting prior to the Committee 
considering the matter.   
 
 
MINUTE OF MEETING OF URGENT BUSINESS COMMITTEE OF 23 DECEMBER 
2020 
 
3. The Committee had before it the minute of its previous meeting of 23 December 
2020.  
 
The Committee resolved:- 
to approve the minute. 
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In accordance with Article 2 of this minute, the Convener withdrew from 
the meeting at this juncture and Councillor Lesley Dunbar joined the 
meeting as her substitute. In the absence of the Convener the Vice 
Convener took the Chair. 
 
 

ABERDEEN CITY CENTRE BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT (BID) RENEWAL 
PROPOSALS 2021-2026 - COM/21/022 
 
4. The Committee had before it a report by the Chief Officer - City Growth which 
considered the Council’s option to veto the BID renewal proposals; and, if the ballot 
was to proceed, the date on which it would be held.  
 
The report recommended:- 
that the Committee -  
(a) resolve not to veto the BID renewal proposals drawn up by Aberdeen Inspired in 

respect of the Aberdeen City Centre Business Improvement District for 2021-
2026 and instruct the Chief Officer - City Growth to arrange for the issuing of the 
requisite notices under section 42 of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006; and 

(b) in the event of recommendation (a) being approved, instruct the Chief Officer - 
Governance as Returning Officer to arrange for the holding of a BID renewal 
ballot on 25 March 2021 in relation to the BID renewal proposals and to take any 
other actions which may be necessary in connection with this process. 

 
The Committee resolved:- 
(i) to approve the recommendations; and 
(ii) to instruct the Chief Officer - City Growth to circulate the BID Business Plan to 

elected members as soon as it was publicly available.  
- COUNCILLOR DOUGLAS LUMSDEN, Vice Convener in the Chair. 
 


